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PLEASE GET TO KNOW US. 
DON’T JUST DRIVE BY.  

STOP BY.

JAZZ FOR JENNINGS 
Jazz for Jennings was a home run with the bases loaded.  The weather was spectacular, the wine flowed, the food 
was beyond delicious and the jazz – oh, the jazz.  Our band leader, Evan Sherman, and those young musicians out 
did themselves with their energy, talent, and good will.  Like their older predecessors, they donated their time to 
play for The Center. 
Thank you to all our supporters. You are making a huge difference in the lives of our kids. Without you we would 
not have an affordable SAT/College prep program, we would not have seven – SEVEN - of our teens going to col-
lege this fall, the first generation in their families to do so.  Thank you.
Without you, we would not have an After-School chess club or a Scrabble club which travelled to the New England 
Regionals and the National tournament. We would not have a growing music program or karate or a wonderful 
program for the kids with the artists at the Watermill Center or our low-cost summer camp.  Thank you. There is so 
much to thank you for.  We are already looking forward to Jazz for Jennings, 2018.  Hope to see you there!

RENOVATION AND EXPANSION
The Center has preliminary plans for the expansion of our campus. It has been heartbreaking to turn away the 
children who would benefit most from our tutoring and enrichment programs. A new building will be attached to 
the main farm house donated in the 50’s to establish the Center. It will provide more classroom space, a computer 
lab, community education space and bathroom facilities. This will allow us to expand and serve the children who 
are on our wait list. It will include a complete renovation of the main building, new foundation and systems. It 
will provide more office space and a much-needed rest room for our executive staff. The ballpark figure from our 
architect is $1,000,000.  We already have gifts close to $300,000, but we need to close that gap.  Our hearts 
would be full if you could help us reach our goal, which would include naming rights.
Our popular After School program is filled to overflowing, as is our low-cost summer camp.  Our teen programs 
included SAT and College Prep Courses. Those classes helped seven of our Center kids get into college this year. 
We are expanding this to a 5-year program- beginning with HS freshmen and following the students through the first 
year of college.
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Be Blessed , 
Bonnie .

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S CORNER

With the uncertainties of the 
times, I question our world 
as we know it.  These United 
States of America – the 
land of the free and home 
of the brave.   What are we 
becoming?  All I can think 

about during these times as the answer is Love, 
Love and more Love.  Which makes me treasure The 
Center and our children even more.  It is imperative 
that this safe haven continues and grows.  Yes 
we have done a tremendous job with our new 
programming and with all of the fundraising.  But 
that’s not enough, our children and their safety are 
at stake.  The future of our children depends upon 
us as adults.  It depends upon us as a community.  
So in this place where God has planted me for this 
time I’m giving it my all. I ask that you continue with 
us as well.  Let’s love on our children.  Let’s roll up 
our sleeves and continue this important work.  So 
however you can assist, please do.  There is much 
on the horizon – new programming, a much needed 
new building, and more.  Love IS the answer for this 
world today.  Love IS the answer for The Center today.  
Show Love.

Bonnie Michelle Cannon

NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

All of us at The Center thank God for another successful 
Jazz for Jennings event. The 
monies raised have allowed us 
to expand our programs and 
improve our campus. The core 
and heart of The Center remain 
strong and we are looking to 
the future. As we embark on 
our plans for the expansion and 
renovation of our main building- 
we are asking for everyone’s 

blessing and generosity to make this dream come true.

Love , peace  and  harmony ,
 PJ 

Paul Jeffers, Jr 

OUR HISTORY
Born out of tragedy in 1949 when a fire killed two 
children in a local migrant camp, The Center rose 
out of the ashes. We have served the predominately 
African American and growing immigrant populations 
ever since. For working families, The Center is a lifeline. 
Their children flourish in our many programs and play 
safely on the six-acre farm and fields donated to create 
The Center in the 50’s. 



TEEN PROGRAM
 

College Prep continued through the beginning of June and for the first time 
in the Summer, The Center offered SAT practice and instructional sessions. 
The college board added an August 26th test date. Our teens continued 
to meet throughout the Summer on Sunday evenings. The classes were 
very well attended. Our teen director Tammy Coffey worked to help them 
plan for their futures. They prepared Vision Boards and presented them 
in an intimate setting to staff, family and some advisory board members. 
Visioning is an often-used technique. Misty Copeland talks about its 
importance in her life to help her arrive where she is today- at the peak of 
ballet. To help prepare and educate our teens for the college experience, 
The Center hosted a College Panel in August. 

IMMIGRATION FORUM
In light of the current unease about immigration policy, immigration attorney, Carmelia Taylor, came to speak to our 
families and the community in June. She answered questions and explained policy and paths to legalization. The talk 
was streamed live on Facebook.

SUMMER CAMP
Eight weeks of Summer Camp flew by. The campus was filled with local campers who 
were treated to a wide variety of new experiences. Authors came to speak. There were 
soccer and basketball clinics. Anatasia Gavalas brought her Wing-It project. New sewing 
machines were purchased and weekly sewing classes were taught. Dan Baily came and 
taught drumming. Swimming lessons took place at the Y. There were field trips galore 
to CMEE, the Whaling Museum, the Parrish Museum, Mashishimuet Park and so much 
more. We had tennis lessons given by Jack Louchheim and his team, basketball clinics, 
games of every kind and of course, our weekly educational theme and competition. 
Beach day was every Friday.

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM
In May our kids were treated to a really cool visit by Mr. Bob, his pooch, and his ONE 
MILLION ACTS of KINDNESS BUS. He was an animated and positive speaker who delivered 
an important message about the importance of kindness and its effects on bullying. 
One smile leads to another until eventually the whole world can smile. Nice way to lead 
into Summer break! Our school year children are happy to be back after the Summer 
recess. The After- School program is fully subscribed and is in full swing- our Young 
Artists in Residence program weekly at the Watermill Center, swimming at the Y, cooking 
classes, In-Kind dining and tending to our organic soul garden, scrabble and chess. 

THINKING FORWARD SERIES
We were so honored to have Misty Copeland as part of our Thinking Forward Lecture Series this Summer.  It was held 
in July at Guild Hall in East Hampton, moderated by former TV anchor Lynne 
White and complemented by the sale of her 3 books by BookHampton.  
The evening was very special with over 300 attendees. In August, Susan 
Taylor, former head of ESSENCE Magazine and CEO of the National Cares 
Mentoring Movement came to The Center as part of our Straight Talk, Real 
People segment. She was an inspiration to our teens. 



THINKING 
FORWARD 
LECTURE SERIES

Our final 2017 lecture will be Theresa Sanders, CEO, Urban League of Long Island, on 
November 8th at 4pm.  The series will resume in May of 2018.  Topic areas will be Equality 
Matters in the Hamptons; Straight Talk, Real People; Well, Well, Well and The Politics of It 
All.  Speakers will include Khalil Gibran Muhammed.

CHESS CLUB FOR 
ALL AGES

FREE every Wednesday from 6-7PM for kids under 15, Adults and older teens 6-8 PM. 
Learn to Play or Improve your Game. Refreshments served.

SCRABBLE CLUB Beginning in October, 4-8th graders, in teams of 2, play this classic game while improving 
vocabulary and math skills, working on conflict resolution and teamwork, and learning words 
like AA, QWERTY and ZA.  Students may have the opportunity to complete at tournaments .

COLLEGE PREP 
SAT DATES

Sundays--October 15, 22, 29; November 5, 12; December 3.  
6 Weeks of Prep for $40.  Transportation available as needed.

MUSIC CLASSES East End Arts continues to offer lessons in voice and most musical instruments on 
Saturdays during the school year at the Center.  Contact EDUCATION@EASTENDARTS.org 
OR 631-369-2171

DANCE CLASSES The Venette’s Cultural Workshop began offering dance classes open to the community 
at The Center in September.  They will take place every Friday evening in the Studio with 
instruction in hip hop and jazz techniques. Contact info@bhccrc.org

TOPPING ROSE 
HOUSE DINNER

Celebrate the Holidays with the Center.  Dine with Celebrity Chef Jean-Georges on Saturday, 
December 2nd.   Contact info@bhccrc.org for more information and tickets.

JAZZ FOR 
JENNINGS

June 24, 2018 will be our fourth annual Jazz for Jennings Brunch and Concert at The 
Watermill Center. Please contact Debra McEneaney for sponsorships and tables  
mcsanzo@hopeworksltd.com 917-741-6257. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
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