
OUR HISTORY
The Bridgehampton Child Care & Recreational Center was born out of tragedy in 1949 after a fire 
in a migrant camp killed two children of seasonal workers. The summer colony rallied to create The 
Center, which has since served the East End community's children with educational and enrichment 
programs for over 65 years.   For many working parents, The Center is a lifeline.   Their children 
flourish in our many programs and play safely on the six-acre farm and fields donated to establish 
The Center in the 1950s.

THE PRESENT
The Center continues to serve lower income families, mostly African American and Latino. Over 150 
families come to us annually. Our After-School and Summer programs are fully subscribed with 
waiting lists. We have a quality After-School program for ages 5-12, with supervised homework. We 
offer Saturday Math and Reading clubs for extra help and have weekly Scrabble and Chess Clubs. We 
partner with our local museums and art centers to expose our children to the humanities and offer 
hands-on art and music experiences. Swimming, sports, cooking, learning about nutrition and healthy 
living are important parts of our curriculum. Our Summer program has a strong educational component 
to help prevent the “Summer Slide” in learning.

Our teens call themselves the D.R.E.A.M. Team. Dedication, Responsibility, Education, Attitude and 
Motivation are the foundation. They meet regularly and share learning, motivational and cultural expe-
riences. The Center offers college prep, SAT classes and one-on-one college and vocational guidance.

Our THINKING FORWARD LECTURE SERIES is for the entire community and is designed to educate 
and open hearts and minds. The segments include: Equality Matters in the Hamptons; Straight Talk, 
Real People; Well, Well, Well; The Politics of it All.  Our guest speakers have included Misty Copeland, 
the first black principal dancer with the American Ballet Theater, Khalil Gibran Muhammad and 
Sherrilyn Ifill. 

The Center has a regular food pantry for our families that expands as needed, especially during the job 
losses in the pandemic of 2020.
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OUR NEED
We are a vital human service provider for our community, doing everything that we can educationally 
and motivationally to ensure that our children and youth become the best that they can be. The 
Center needs to raise $900,000 privately each year to sustain our current programming.



HIGHLIGHTS  AT THE CENTER

CHILDREN, TEEN
AND FAMILY SERVICES

MORE THAN 72 CENTS
OUT OF EVERY DOLLAR GIVEN 
IS DIRECTED TO OUR CHILDREN 
TEEN AND FAMILY SERVICES

ADMINISTRATIVE

FUNDRAISING AND
PUBLIC AWARENESS

YOUR GENEROSITY     ALLOWS US 
TO ENRICH      AND IMPROVE THE LIVES
      OF 150 FAMILIES ANNUALLY 
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