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PLEASE GET TO KNOW US. 
DON’T JUST DRIVE BY.  

STOP BY.

JAZZ FOR JENNINGS
Another year.  Another Jazz for Jennings.  Our 4th to benefit The Center. From the cool weather which 
threatened rain but didn’t, to the even cooler Evan Sherman Entourage Band which lead us, New Orleans 
style, into the tent for lunch at the beautiful Watermill Center, to the delicious 
food and to the exuberant, cheer-inducing, jazz performance by the young 
musicians, Sundays will never seem the same again.  Until June next year.

Thank you to the 200 guests who joined us. 
They heard a lot about our programs and 
were moved by the empowering influence 
of The Center articulated by alumnae. Our 
After-School kids, our young Ambassadors, 
shared their unity message with the guests 
and led the crowd in the affirmations they practice daily at The Center.  The 
presentations were all heart-felt.
Our Mission now is to build a bigger building to serve more local children 
and their families. Bound as we are by NYS regulations that determine the 

allowable number of children, we have to turn away some of the kids who need us most and put them on 
a wait list. We need to have a building that is big enough to welcome every child in need. Jazz for Jennings 
helped get us closer to our dream becoming a reality, as did the dozens of supporters and friends who could 
not be there but overwhelmed us with their generous support. THANK YOU.

Jazz for Jennings is named for the late legendary news anchor, Peter Jennings, and honors his commitment 
to our community and, especially, The Center. 

STEPHEN TALKHOUSE
The JAM SESSION that produced live jazz concerts every Thursday 
night at Bay Burger in Sag Harbor partnered with the legendary 
Stephen Talkhouse in Amagansett the same night as Jazz for 
Jennings, also to benefit The Center. The Talkhouse featured our 
J4J band, the Evan Sherman Entourage Band which included: 
Evan Sherman, drums, Patrick Bartley, alto Sax & clarinet, Joy 
Brown, vocals, Russell Hall, bass, Frank Lacy, trombone & vocals, 
Joel Wenhardt, piano, James Zollar, trumpet.
It was a day and evening of extraordinary jazz. Thanks to all for 
supporting our kids! 

THINKING FORWARD LECTURE SERIES
We partnered with Guild Hall in East Hampton for our July lecture, “Equality Matters in the Hamptons.” 
Khalil Gibran Muhammad, professor of History, Race and Public Policy at Harvard Kennedy School, 
engaged in conversation about race with our long-time advisory board member, Ken Miller.  The 
house was packed for the conversation, “Burying Our Heads in the Sand?” and  is available on our 
website. Thank you LTVeh for filming the memorable evening for us. 
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Peace and Blessings , 
Bonnie .THE TOPPING ROSE HOUSE SUMMER 

LUNCHEON
Our first ever Topping Rose House Luncheon was a 
home run for The Center and we are so grateful to our 
newest advisory board member, Gia de Picciotto and 
her wonderful committee, for bringing this amazing 
group of guests together. The weather was perfect, the 

food perfection. Six of our 
campers came to greet 
our guests and show off 
their affirmations. Most 
of the guests had never 
heard or known about 
the work being done at 
our Center on the Sag 
Harbor Turnpike. Isn’t it 

wonderful for them to discover a hidden treasure in 
the Hamptons?  Thank you Topping Rose House and 
all who created this very special afternoon for the 
futures of our kids.

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Bonnie Michelle Cannon

NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

We are feeling so blessed 
that our teens that went off 
to college this Fall, seem to 
be happy and thriving. Our 
little ones blossomed over the 
Summer and it is truly a joy to 
watch them maturing in our 
different programs. We are very 

excited about the dream of a new building becoming a 
reality. We thank all our friends and donors for caring 
and believing in the work being done at The Center. 
Our children are our futures. 
 Love, peace  and  harmony,

  PJ 

Paul Jeffers, Jr 

OUR HISTORY
Born out of tragedy in 1949 when a fire killed two children 
in a local migrant camp, The Center rose out of the ashes. 
We have continued to serve our community’s children with 
educational and enrichment programs. The Center is a 
lifeline for working families.  Their children flourish in our 
many programs and play safely on the six-acre farm and 
fields donated to create The Center in the 1950’s. 

Happy Fall and thank you for 
caring about The Center!
Our After-School Program 
once again has a wait list and 
our teens are working hard 
with college prep classes. We 
are always in need of funding 
for our programs, but this 

year we need even more, as the time has come for 
a new building. It breaks our hearts to turn away 
the children who need our programs the most. We 
need more space so that more children can thrive 
like their peers by having supervised homework, 
tutoring, swimming, art, dance, music, karate, 
cooking classes, field trips, Scrabble and Chess 
Clubs. We also need more space for our growing 
teen program- which offers college counseling 
and scholarship assistance.  We are unique, 
offering services that do not exist elsewhere in our 
community. 
All this currently takes place in the original 
farmhouse donated to The Center in the early 
1950s.  The old building also houses our Executive 
offices and provides one, just one, bathroom, for 
everyone. We have plans and construction drawings 
that will provide more classrooms, a computer lab, 
office space, a covered porch that will offer an 
outdoor space during inclement weather for our 
After- School kids and our low-cost Summer camp, 
a space for our Thinking Forward Lecture Series, 
community gatherings, handicap accessibility and 
yes, more bathrooms. 
Hope you will support our growth. Get to Know Us. 
Don’t Just Drive By. Stop By.

HOWARD UNIVERSITY CHOIR
The walls and windows of the Bridgehampton 
Presbyterian Church were once again rocked with 
Gospel by the Howard University Gospel Choir in 
September. Our gratitude for the use of the beautiful 
Bridgehampton Presbyterian Church’s sanctuary and 
to all our business sponsors and concert goers who 
made this September’s concert our best ever!



JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION
JUNETEENTH is the celebration commemorating the end of slavery in the United States. Enslaved people in Texas were 
not freed until two and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, when on June 19, 1865, 
Union soldiers brought the news that the war had ended to Galveston, Texas. We celebrated JUNETEENTH at The 
Center with an African American READ-IN Book Fair.  

The JUNETEENTH READ-IN Book Fair, organized by DIASPORA BOOKS of Sag Harbor, featured a wide assortment of 
African American titles for children and adults.  Among them were copies of the just published New York Times bestseller 
Barracoon: The Story of the Last “Black Cargo” by Zora Neale Hurston. In 1927, the author began interviewing 86 year- 
old Cudjo Lewis, the last surviving former slave, who had made the Middle Passage aboard the slaver “Clotilda”. We 
learned a lot and books were pledged for our kids. 

SUMMER CAMP 

Our Summer Camp was buzzing with activities. We are unique in our approach offering strong educational, self-esteem 
and leadership components.  We studied world leaders in our groups and created posters 
and presentations. Each group competed to win pizza parties. The leaders we studied were 
Malcolm X, Cesar Chavez, Chief Joseph and Malala Yousafzai. Our campers had classes in 
nutrition with Ms. Marta from the Cornell University Extension, cooking classes with Ms. 
Gloria and Mr. Doug, ceramics with Ms. Beverly, art with Ms. Susan and Ms. Erin, athletics 
with Davin, tennis with Jack and his team and lots of games. We had swimming lessons 
weekly at the Y and went to the beach every Wednesday afternoon. Storytime was held each 
week for our youngest ones with guest readers. We had field trips to the incredible Long 
House Reserve, The Watermill Center Family Day, CMEE, the Hayground Camp, Agawam and 

Mashishimuet parks, Madoo Conservancy, Morton Wildlife Preserve and our local libraries.

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM
The Center’s After-School program has monthly themes. We began the school year strong with the monthly theme of 
Health and Wellness. Our kids have weekly swimming, tennis, chess and scrabble. We 
are in our third year of Scrabble Club at The Center. Thank you, Ms. Kathy, for helping our 
kids hone their skills in spelling and competitions.

Our kids go once a week to the amazing Watermill Center to have experiences in 
performance art. It is called YARP (Young Artists in Residence Project). There are three 
separate semesters during the school year. Each semester our children will work on 
amazing projects with different artists around the world. We feel so fortunate to have this 
ongoing educational and artistic partnership with the Watermill Center. Field trips have 
always been a special part of life at The Center and our kids are looking forward to them. 

TEENS AND COLLEGE PREP
The Center has now completed its second year of a three semester, year- round, College Prep Program. Our program 
is unique in our community, as we encourage students to begin in the ninth grade and we then follow our students 

through the first year of college. Offering, often times, much needed, guidance 
and support for these first generational college attendees.

Thank you to AT&T, BNB, LICF and the Leo Rosner Foundation who allowed us 
to get this very successful program started and have helped us tremendously in 
our ability to sustain it.  We meet individually with the students and their parent 
or guardians to help them understand the college process, the opportunities 
and challenges facing their children, academically, emotionally and financially. It 
is many times a cultural struggle to help them understand the realities and the 
possibilities of a college education and to assist them in overcoming the fear of 

the looming debt and risk of failure.  The Center is a safety net for these first generational college bound students. 

NEW BUILDING PROJECT
You heard from Bonnie Cannon about our need for a new building. We have the plans, the construction drawings and 
our project manager. Thank you, Southampton architect Siamak Samii and Carol Konner.  Now we need to raise the 
funds. We are over one third of the way toward our goal of $1.5 million. We have applied for a State grant and have our 
fingers crossed. We are grateful to so many who are making our dream come closer to reality. Very special thanks for 
our super angels Barbara Slifka, Carol Konner, Dorothy Lichtenstein, Sivia Loria, Sandy and Stephen Perlbinder, Leo 
Rosner Foundation and Barbara and Joe Zucker.



DANCE CLASSES Dance classes in Hip Hop by Venette’s Dance Studio continue every other Monday night 
at 7-8PM for under 12/ 8-9PM for teens and adults. For info contact lisa@bhccrc.org 

SCRABBLE CLUB Beginning in October, 4-8th graders, in teams of 2, play this classic game while 
improving vocabulary and math skills, working on conflict resolution and teamwork, 
and learning words like AA, QWERTY and ZA.  Students may have the opportunity to 
complete at tournaments .

CHESS CLUB Ullyses Tapley offers chess for all ages on Wednesday evenings  info@bhccrc.org 

THE TOPPING ROSE 
HOUSE HOLIDAY 
DINNER

Celebrate the Holidays with the Center.  Dine with Celebrity Chef Jean-Georges on 
Saturday, December 8th at 6:30pm.   Tickets at www.bhccrc.org or contact Debra 
McEneaney 917-741-6257 mcsanzo@hopeworksltd.com

JAZZ FOR JENNINGS 5 Sunday June 23rd at 12:30 at the Watermill Center with the Evan Sherman 
Entourage Band

UPCOMING EVENTS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Bonnie Michelle Cannon

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Paul Jeffers Jr - Chairman, Dan Rattiner-Vice President, Jerlean Hopson -Treasurer, Arlean Van Slyke-Secretary, Jack Botero, Roger 
Blaugh, Audrey Gaul, Steve Grossman, Dr. Florence Rolston, Jerome Walker, Rev. Tisha Dixon Williams

TRUSTEE EMERITUS: Peter Clifton, Kathy Tucker 

ADVISORY BOARD: Shahara Ahmad-Llewellyn, Tim Bishop, Joan Ganz Cooney, Linda Bird Francke, Dan Gasby, Joyce Mullins Jackson, Kayce Freed Jennings, 
Joan Hamburg, Jackie Leo, Sivia Loria, Gia de Picciotto, Susan Lazarus Reimen, Barbara Slifka, Ken Miller & Lybess Sweezy, Anna Throne-Holst, Chris 
Wasserstein

MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT: Debra McEneaney

COMMUNITY BENEFIT PARTNERSHIPS
Thank you Altice for visiting The Center and partnering with us by offering free internet and PSA’s.

The Center partnered with OLA and other groups in Sag Harbor on the 4th of July to 
march for unity on the Immigration Crisis. 400 people marched in solidarity.

In August The Center hosted the 2nd annual Bridgehampton Day, organized by Center 
alum Willie Jenkins. Fun was had by all ages!

The Center held a Voter Information Forum in August, organized by our own Tammy 
Coffey, community liaison coordinator for The Center.

We once again had an arts & crafts table at the Hampton Classic. This year we were 
additionally honored to be asked to be one of the charities to be a beneficiary of their JUMP for CHARITY. McClain Ward 
was our Team leader. The Center took 3rd place and won $1,000. Thank you Classic! Go team WARD!

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING AT THE BRIDGE 
Our ninth annual golf outing was sold out for the second year. We thank the BRIDGE this year for hosting us. It is a 
spectacular course with unsurpassable vistas of the water. We are grateful for those golfers who have supported us 
over all the years and to our many new friends.
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