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PLEASE GET TO KNOW US. 
DON’T JUST DRIVE BY.  

STOP BY.

JAZZ FOR JENNINGS 2019
Jazz for Jennings 2019 is just weeks away! 
Our fifth annual will be another memorable afternoon of food, wine, and world-
class jazz at the spectacular Watermill Center on Sunday, June 23rd. It will be 
great fun. So, come to our party and support The Center and the families it serves. 
The super-talented Evan Sherman will be back leading another super-talented 
band. The Watermill Center will again be glorious. And hopefully the weather gods 
will be with us. 

The benefit luncheon and concert raises critical funds for progress at The Center. Following the tradition of the 
late Peter Jennings’ and his wife Kayce, who hosted Jazz @ Jennings at their home for 8 years. Reservations 
can be made at www.bhccrc.org or by contacting Debra McEneaney mcsanzo@hopeworksltd.com 917-741-
6257.

OUR AFTER-SCHOOL
Wonderful things continue to happen at The Center in our After-School Program. We have just completed our 
fifth season of IN-KIND DINING experiences for our kids. During the Winter, once a week, 4 of our children 
and a teacher dine at Dopo la Spiaggia in Sag Harbor. What a wonderful opportunity to learn social skills and 
enjoy a fabulous meal. Thank you to the restaurant for their generosity, once again!

If you stop by before the summer break (and please do!), you’ll find The Center buzzing with after-school 
activities: homework help, SAT prep, teen mentoring, art, dance, chess, karate, cooking, and the scrabble 
team training for its 3rd trip to the Regionals. The kids who aren’t there, well, they might be at swimming 
lessons at the Y or on a field trip … or maybe they’re at the Parrish Museum or the Watermill Center.  

SATURDAY MATH & READING CLUBS
Every Saturday morning at The Center adds extra learning and fun for our children. If you stop by you will see 
the math club in action with teacher Mr. Robert or a spelling bee in progress.
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Peace and Blessings , 
Bonnie .

ATLANTIC GOLF 
Our annual Golf outing will be at the prestigious 
Atlantic Golf Club on Monday September 16th.

We are honored to be able to offer this beautiful 
course to our golfers.  The Center is so grateful to have 
been the recipient of funds raised by the Hampton 
International Charity Pro AM that took place at the 
Atlantic. Thank you, Dennis Suskind and their board 
of directors. Register at www.bhccrc.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Bonnie Michelle Cannon

NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
What a joyous time of year. Our 
after schoolers and teens are 
thriving. Outdoor activities are 
getting them outside on our 
basketball court, tennis court 
and fields and we are looking 
forward to Summer Camp. We 
are feeling blessed.

Love, peace  and  harmony,
 PJ 

Paul Jeffers, Jr 

OUR HISTORY
Born out of tragedy in 1949 when a fire killed 
two children in a local migrant camp, The Center 
rose out of the ashes. We continue to serve 
our community’s children with educational and 
enrichment programs. For working families, The 
Center is a lifeline. Their children flourish in our 
many programs and play safely on the six-acre 
farm and fields donated to create The Center in 
the 1950’s. 

Happy Spring!
Remember that renovation 
and expansion project we 
keep talking about? Our 
dream is on the way. Thanks 
to extremely generous private 
donors, private foundations 
and state support, through 
grants. We are working on 
the permitting and final plans 

and we will be breaking ground on the new building 
in 2020. The Center will have new classrooms, 
bathrooms, art spaces, offices, a library and 
computer lab!

Special thank yous to Governor Cuomo and NYS 
Regional Development Office, Assemblyman Fred 
Thiele and to all The Center’s angels, who care so 
deeply about the work being done at The Center for 
our children and families.
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
We want to give a special thank you to American 
Express for their generous support of The Center. 
In partnership with several of the finest restaurants 
in our East End community, The Center received 
$50,000. Special thanks to the caring owners of 
Almond’s Restaurant, Eric Lemonides and Jason 
Weiner, Nick and Toni’s, Toni Ross and Mark 
Smith and David Lowenberg, who owns Bell & 
Anchor, Fresno and Beacon for recommending 
our valuable work. So, if you are looking for a 
restaurant for a special meal out, please consider 
one of these wonderful restaurants, as a thank 
you for their caring about our community.

An in-depth discussion about Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia will take place at The Center on Thursday 
April 25th 6:00 to 8:00 PM (doors open at 5:45) 
in partnership with Suffolk County Health, the 
Alzheimer’s Association and the Witness Project. 
Refreshments will be served. For more information 
info@bhccrc.org or call 631-537-0616.



SUMMER PROGRAM
If you stop by after July 9th (and please do!), the low-cost Summer Program will be going strong – sports, 
arts, gardening, cooking, a weekly theme, beach time and field trips. And, new this year, the HOPE Learning 
Program (Helping Others Prosper Everyday), which will offer extra academic support to all campers. 

The Center is partnering with 2 local educators who are building a community- based learning program to 
prevent ‘summer slide’ in learning. The mission of H.O.P.E Learning is to prepare elementary children with 
a pathway to success during the summer months by providing ongoing opportunities to learn and practice 
essential skills. The goal is to provide a summer learning program by offering extra-support and enrichment 
in the areas of Literacy and Math through the use of technology enhanced instruction, explicit small group 
and individual instruction. As learning specialists, they will provide daily instruction, progress reports and a 
scheduled time to conference with parents. The intent is to ensure children sustain what they have learned 
throughout the school year, to help ensure a positive transition back to school.  This will be offered to every 
child that is enrolled. This year’s Summer Program will begin July 9th, for 7 weeks, ending August 23rd.  

Please be a sponsor. Send a child to camp. 
Bridgehampton Students - $575/Outside of Bridgehampton - $1,100

TEEN D.R.E.A.M. TEAM
The foundation for our teen program is dedication, responsibility, education, attitude and motivation. The 
programming is focused on strengthening integrity, character enrichment, self- identification, self-worth, and 
respect for others. We work with our teens teaching them skills to avoid or eliminate unwanted behaviors. 
They are learning to take full responsibility for their decisions 
and actions. Learning how to set boundaries: physical, emotional 
and mental. They have had group discussions exploring trust and 
trustworthiness. The takeaways were: Keeping promises, mean 
what you say; reliability, follow through on commitments; honesty; 
integrity, not giving in to temptation; loyalty, when appropriate. Our 
teen girls attended the GIRLZ TALK conference for the 4th year. All 
our teens have been busy raising funds with delicious bake sales for 
a college tour this Spring. Help them out if you can. Donate at www.
bhccrc.org

THINKING FORWARD LECTURE SERIES
We are extremely excited to announce this Summer’s segment, EQUALITY MATTERS IN THE HAMPTONS 
with Sherrilyn Ifill, President and Director- Counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, LDF, 

the nation’s premier civil rights law organization fighting for racial justice and 
equality.  Moderated by Ken Miller, financier, political activist and member 
of The Center’s advisory board. Once again in partnership with Guild Hall on 
Wednesday August 14th at 6PM. 

The Legal Defense Fund was founded in 1940 by legendary civil rights lawyer 
(and later Supreme Court justice), Thurgood Marshall, and became a separate 
organization from the NAACP in 1957. The lawyers at the Legal Defense 
Fund developed and executed the legal strategy that led to the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Brown v. Board of Education, widely regarded as the most 
transformative and monumental legal decision of the 20th century. Ifill is the 
second woman to lead the organization. 

   
All our lectures are free. Tickets must be reserved at Guild Hall after April 27th www.guildhall.org or by calling 
the box office 631-324-4050. 

COLLEGE PREP
Our SAT and College prep classes meet every Sunday in Margo’s Cottage. The Center continues to receive 
testimonials from parents and students about improved scores and test taking skills. We thank, once again, 
the Leo Rosner Foundation and Phyllis Burke Davis for their support for our college prep program.



CHESS CLUB Wednesdays-6-7 PM with Mr. Ullysses Contact info@bhccrc.org

JUNETEENTH Come to The Center’s Book Fair and Reading with Diaspora Books at The Cen-
ter on June 19th 5-6:30pm.

JAZZ FOR JENNINGS 
2019

Sunday June 23rd JAZZ for JENNINGS lunch and concert at 12:30 at The 
Watermill Center – band leader Evan Sherman. Reservations www.bhccrc.org 
or Contact Deb McEneaney mcsanzo@hopeworksltd.com 917-741-6257

THINKING FORWARD 
LECTURE SERIES

Equality Matters in the Hamptons Wednesday August 14th at 6PM (doors open 
at 5:30) with Sherrilyn Ifill at Guild Hall, 158 Main Street in East Hampton. All 
our lectures are free. Reservations required at www.guildhall.org

ATLANTIC GOLF 
OUTING

Monday September 16th. Registration 10 AM Tee time noon. Reservations 
www.bhccrc.org or by contacting Deb McEneaney 917-741-6257 
mcsanzo@hopeworksltd.com

GIRL RISING 
SCREENING

Friday September 20th. Screening of the documentary GIRL RISING with a 
Q&A with producer and long-time advisory board member, Kayce Freed Jen-
nings at The Center at 6:30PM.

UPCOMING EVENTS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Bonnie Michelle Cannon
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Wasserstein

MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT: Debra McEneaney

SCRABBLE CLUB
We are so proud of our Scrabble team and all the work they have been doing 
to prepare for their competitions. The Regionals are done and our team will 
be heading to the Nationals for the 3rd year.  Go Bridgehampton “Spelling” 
Bees! Our 4th graders are Zechariah M, Christian P, Kaylee M and our 6th 
graders are Aiyanna S, Steven T and Melissa M. Thank you Coach Kathy!

COMMUNITY DANCE CLASSES AT THE CENTER
The Venette’s Cultural Workshop offers dance classes to the community at The Center. They take place every 
other Monday evening in the Studio with instruction in hip hop and jazz techniques. Our younger group ages 
5-12 are from 7-8 PM; Adults and teens 8-9 PM. Join us. Contact info@bhccrc.org 
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