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STOP BY.

JAZZ FOR JENNINGS
 
We did it again– another success for our kids and our programming! What a joy Jazz for Jennings turned out to be. 
The weather gods were with us and the tent was filled with big hearts and great cheer. And … what a concert!  Once 
again, we were graced by the stunning virtuosity and phenomenal generosity of some of the country’s top jazz musi-
cians. The money raised has already been put to work. We have a new van. Some of the money raised will go to hiring 
a second teacher to help with individual evaluations for our After-School kids, expand our music program that was 
launched last year with Jazz for Jennings funds, further develop our college prep and teen program. There is so much 
we still need to do – renovating our main building, for example – and so much we still dream of doing – like leveling 
the playing field.  Because of your support we believe these things and more can and will happen.  We cannot thank 
you enough for believing in the future of the children. Special thanks to our lead sponsors- Kayce, Elizabeth and Chris 
Jennings, Lybess Sweezy and Ken Miller and Jane and David Walentas! 

SUMMER CAMP
A record 91 children ages 5-12 registered for our Summer Camp. With family vacations and overlapping schedules it 
kept us at our maximum 80 kids every day.  Each week had a special theme that was incorporated into almost all the 
daily activities- art, sports and cooking. Our weeks were:  All about Balls, Campaigning and Elections, Pirate week, 
Around the World, Black History, Latino Heritage and Science Week. The highlight was science week. The older kids 
went to the planetarium. All groups presented elaborate dioramas of the solar system and erupting volcanos. Prizes 
were awarded. Who says science can’t be fun!

BACK TO SCHOOL
Summer Camp is over and our kids have begun another school year. Head Start and the Green School are operating 
their nursery schools on our campus and our After-School Program is once again at capacity. The East End Arts Coun-
cil is offering music lessons on Saturday to the public and private scholarships to our kids during the week. We are 
in full swing! Homework help and individualized tutoring remain at the heart of our program-our enrichments bring so 
much more. We have music, yoga, karate, chess, ceramics, scrabble and swimming. Our partnerships continue with 
the Watermill Center, the Parrish Museum, the Y and CMEE. It will be a good year for our kids!
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NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

It is so heart-warming for me to see and feel the 
positive response from our community for the 
mission of our beloved Center. We have been on a 
slow and steady march forward over the past year. 
Much has been accomplished. We are serving our 
community in new ways with an expanded college 
prep program and regular lecture series. There 
is always more to do. I thank God everyday for 
our board and advisory board being so generous 
with their time, financial support and for caring so 
much!  A shout out to Kayce, Ken, Lybess, Dan, 
Chris and Deb for inspiring us to aim higher. 

Love , peace  and  harmony ,
 PJ .  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Hope you had a lovely Summer! Ours started 
with the success of Jazz for Jennings 2. Thank 
you Kayce Jennings and the Watermill Center! 
Summer camp began the following week and has 
kept us very busy. Our After-School program is 
now up and running. It is again fully subscribed. 
The children are excited, as are we, about 
the new opportunities for them.  Our music 
program is expanding beyond keyboards. We 
now have a grand piano, thank you Dan Gasby. 

Dan Rose added a new trumpet to the one Jon Faddis donated last 
year and Doris Gronlund has given a full set of drums. East End Arts is 
providing scholarships for private music lessons to 4 of our students 
during the school year. Our teens are benefitting from the new, expanded 
programs for them.  Not only do many attend our successful SAT college 
prep program but we also offer weekly meetings in learning leadership 
development, life skills, cooking, chess, and more.  We are expanding 
our tutoring program under the guidance of our instructional consultant, 
retired teacher Nancy Karlebach, who will once again meet with all our 
children and teens.  Each child in need will have one-on-one help with a 
tutor. 

We are feeling so blessed by the support of our community and friends. 
The children are our future. What a wonderful opportunity it is to help 
them grow.  The best is yet to come.

 
Peace  and  blessings , 

Bonnie .
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EXCITING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Jack Louchheim and his junior counselors gave tennis lessons four days a week on the new tennis court. The children 
loved it! We are so proud and grateful to Jack for his initiative to raise $50,000 to build the court and follow through 
with lessons for 8 weeks of camp. The Center has a new basketball court too. Thank you Carol Konner for organizing 
the funding for the paving of our old cracking court and Bulgin & Associates for the new lines and hoops.

THINKING FORWARD LECTURE SERIES
Our six month lecture series included the STRAIGHT TALK REAL PEOPLE segment with Suffolk County Deputy Police 
Commissioner, Risco-Mention Lewis, discussing policing with a heart, Head of Southampton Housing Authority, 
Curtis Highsmith, talking about Affordable Housing, the Good, the Bad and the Ugly and Reginald Van Lee, Exec VP 
of Booz Allen inspiring the crowd with his inspirational success story. Our WELL, WELL, WELL segment included Dr. 
Yardley Brice speaking about diabetes-it’s prevention and solutions and Dr. Katrina Meachem discussing the cause, 
prevention strategies and treatments for hypertension. 

EAST END ARTS COUNCIL
Our newest collaboration with EEA brings Saturday music lessons open to the public at the Center and private 
lessons to our kids during the school year. To sign up for lessons contact: education@eastendarts.org or call 
631-369-2171.

THE CENTER COLLEGE PREP
Many of our kids are not getting into college, staying in high school or being prepared for college life and the 
inevitable financial commitments.  The SAT programs offered in the schools are not affordable or sufficient to prepare 
our kids, who are generally first generation college prospects, for the rigors of higher education and the application 
process. They come from low income homes, single parent households often with dual jobs and English as a second 
language. Our current two year College SAT prep program is helping -but it is not enough.

Our kids need and deserve more nurturing. Our goal is to expand to a five year college prep program which will 
begin in ninth grade and follow our students through high school and into Freshman year of college. Thank you AT&T, 
Bridgehampton National Bank, the Long Island Community Foundation and the Leo Rosner Foundation for bringing 
us closer to fulfilling our dream!

HOWARD UNIVERSITY GOSPEL CHOIR
An Always Remember Concert was presented on the week-end of the 15th anniversary of 9/11. The Center kids did 
a special tribute to the fallen heroes. They were all amazing! Thanks to the Greek Orthodox Church of Southampton 
and all our donors who came to hear the music and support our program and auctions!

BASKETBALL COURT DEDICATION 
The Bridgehampton KILLER BEES exhibition with Center alum, Coach Carl Johnson took place on October 1st. We 
were so grateful to be able to thank Carol Konner, Bulgin & Associates, Andrew Sabin Family Foundation, Chris 
Wasserstein and Dan Rattiner for making the court renovation a reality!



UPCOMING EVENTS

THINKING FORWARD LECTURE SERIES concludes this year with a Straight Talk, Real People 
segment. Community Organizer Kimberly Grant will speak at the Center, Thursday OCTOBER 13th at 7PM. 
Refreshments will be served.

TOPPING ROSE HOLIDAY DINNER  Saturday DECEMBER 10th at 6:30. Celebrity Chef Jean-Georges 
will attend and assist with the meal. Check the web-site for details www.bhccrc.org  or contact Brittany Gold bgold@
toppingrosehouse.com, 631-537-0616.

SAT COLLEGE PREP DATES
All classes 6-9PM   SEPTEMBER 25 & 30, OCTOBER 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30, NOVEMBER 6, 13, 20 & 27.
 
JAZZ FOR JENNINGS at the Watermill Center
Sunday JUNE 25th at 12:30PM
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